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read aloud to the House of Lords, an action by which he
had earned the nickname of Jemmy Twitcher."1
This last arose from the fact that The Beggar's Opera was
being played at Covent Garden at the time, and the
audience received with delight Macheath's words, "That
Jemmy Twitcher should peach me I own surprised me.3'
The incompetence of Sandwich as a minister was disclosed
when he let the Toulon fleet across the Atlantic without
informing the British admiral in American waters, and
then neglected to ascertain the strength of the fleet at
Brest. His next step was to attempt to place the blame
on Keppel, but the latter's acquittal of the charges
brought against him was received with an enthusiasm
unequalled since that of the Seven Bishops. The mob,
led by Fox and Lord Derby, beset the Admiralty, forced
the gates, and broke the windows, while the First Lord
and his mistress, Miss Ray, escaped by the back to the
Horse Guards. This lady, who was young enough to be
her lover's daughter, had been an assistant in a milliner's
shop in Tavistock Street. Sandwich had her educated,
and then took her to Hinchingbrooke, where he com-
pelled his wife to submit to her presence. Two months
later Miss Ray was shot dead at Covent Garden Theatre
by a clergyman whose advances she had rejected, and at
the ensuing trial the full story of her relations with Sand-
wich was given to a curious world. Nevertheless, it saved
the latter from a vote of censure on his conduct at the
Admiralty which the House of Commons, always reluctant
to hit a man when he is down, refused to pass.
Whatever may have been the merits or demerits of the
system by which it was recruited, and of some of the men
1 Hobhouse, C.: Fox, p. in.
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